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Introduction. 

The  oni^in  of  the^e-.  for  deyroo  dato  l)ack  to  very  ancient 
tinier,  having  ^ruwii  out  of  disputations  caniod  on  i)ul)licly  Ijetwceii 
two  |)crvons  nt  oppo^niL;  opnuon'^  I  hi-  iincllcnual  c verci-'e,  wlnrli 
IS  almost  coeval  w  ith  the  human  race,  appeal '^  to  have  hcen  forinally 
initialed  h\-  St  ljona\ enture.  Superior  id  the  h  raiicivcaii  Order  ot 
.Moid<-,,  in  the  I3ih  cenlui  v.  in  order  to  control  the  instruction  L;iven 
1)V  the  teachers  aiul  to  to-^i  tlie  pro^^res^  made  1>\  the  students,  in 
I -'()()  St    I !oiia\ enture  hini-ell  su^iamed  a  ihe^i^  a!  Paris 

hrom  I3_'3  onward-,  these  disputations,  lor  though  called  theses 
tiicv  did  not  e.x.iCtU  correspond  to  those  we  are  now  f.iimliai  with, 
formed  jiart  id  the  oliliLi.atioiis  lor  the  detiree  ol  Ma^isirr  .Arlinni 
at  the  .Sorhoime.  I'aiis  The  .author  of  the  article  "  Ihesc."  m 
[-aroussfS  I  hiti(jiiiiiiiir  itiiirri-ul  (iSjd.  \\ .  1071  leni.arks  tli.at 
"  tlieses  arc  still  eni[ilo\  ed  in  the  I  niver^it  u's.  hut  ,ire  less  elaborate 
and  loss  ini|iort,int.  and  a  -real  iiumlior  of  those  for  the  Doctorate 
ot  Medicine  are  unfortunateK-  onl\-  ,1  wain  lorm.ilitv  "  'I'heses  were 
first  written  in  the  l.iiiL;u.iL;e  (d  learned  men.  nanudx,  I., aim.  and 
this  custom  w;is  lorn^  preser\-ed      .Sir  'ieoi'.^c  llnniphr\  ,  one  of  the 


(> 


most  impressive  teachers  1  iiave  ever  had.  but  not  a  great  chbsic. 
was  obHged  to  write  his  tliesis  for  liie  -M.B.Cantab.  (1842)  in  Latin. 
Apparently  the  rule  about  readiny  theses  in  Latin  was  relaxed  in 
tor  Dr.  Keynes,  the  Reyisti'ar  of  the  L'ni\ersiiy  of  Cam- 
bridge, has  kindly  informed  me  thai  the  regulation  passed  in  May 
oi  that  }'ear  is  to  the  effect  tliat  "  the  candidate  shall  read  a  thesis 
composed  in  linglish  by  himseli,"  \'C.  .Sir  i.jeorge  pi'oceeded  lo 
the  M.D.  degree  in  i859. 

The  objects  of  a  ihesis  are:  (a)  to  bhow  how  far  the  nhnd  has 
been  trained;  (b)  to  stimulate  the  mind  and  to  make  the  candidate 
think,  so  that  he  may  be  qualihed  not  only  to  deal  with  problems  bm 
to  report  logically  and  intelligibly  on  what  he  has  observed;  (c ) 
although  it  is  not  a  necessary  part  of  e\ery  medical  man's  life  to 
write  papers  on  medical  subjecis,  the  elaboration  of  a  thesis,  if  taken 
seriously,  is  a  \'aluable  though  brief  education  in  tliis  nieiliod.  Com- 
plaint is  often — and  justifiably — made  of  the  enormous  amount  oi 
medical  writing,  but  without  it  advance  would  l;)e  impossible :  and.  in 
its  small  way,  thesis  writing  helps  to  impro\e  the  method,  arrange- 


meiit,  and  stvle  nf  nn'L^inal  papers.  Walunlilc  contrilnitions  liave,  of 
'  fiur^e,  lii->l  -ecu  ilie  liijit  M  IX  t!ie-e-;  the  eliiiical  \ariety  of 
riiemualdul  artiii  itis  in  eliilili  eii.  w  Ineli  is  rliai  aeleri/ed  eiilarsc- 
ineiit  iif  the  sjileeii  and  l\nipliali\'  i^laiuU,  and  miw  ulten  spoken  of 
as  Still's  di>ease.  was  the  suitjeet  ui  I'Kilessor  Still's  M  l),  thesis  at 
I  'aniliiailLje, 

liistiaiction  in  writniL;  thescs  or  exercises  {<<v  the  decrees  of 
M  il.  and  M  l*."^  does  not  mine  within  the  scope  of  systematic  or 

*  It  imrrr^iini;  lo  imlf  ih.nl  tlir  'leijrrc  •  .f  I  )ncior  fif  Me'lirinc  w.is  (ir<t  ronf'  rrcil  in 
llii-.  rMiniiry  l.y  the  I  nivcr^iiy  >  i|  (  i\|nra  in  14411,1111  one  Tlminas  I'Miiuinas  ;  Ik-IoH'  iliat 
ilalr  till-  lillr  M.iler  of  I'liy^icwa,  ii-.-a.  ( "niiil  ir  1i1l;i-  fnllowr.  I  ^uU  li  vi-  yi-ars  l.itii ,  an' I 
liUi.'  11  \  iMT  ~  af  ti-i  ill'-  'li  nt'Ta'!-  Ill  M  r- ii'  1  111-  was  hi^t  i;iviai  i  n  Sent  lain  11 1)'  <  1  la^i,'"U-  (I't-r- 
LMi-.ai.   /■rrt\/i  f.'u'r.:.,    ii)<ij,  1.    Itil^l,     TIm-  11. M.  'U;^r<'<-  .at  (>\fiiia  apjirars 

t"  li.iM-  li.rii  lii-i  ,  .  ail.  r  ir- 1  11!  I  1  q  i  I  1  0  O'  I' ■! 'la  I  .  .11  Tliniii  IS  I'.li  .xhaiii,  M  .  A  .  (  "  k.-L;istfr 
■'[  llir  ria\rl,ll\  1. 1  IKfopI,'  l.l.iu'i;;  IvWI;  ''llt.'l  l.\  I.  W.  r.iM>i',  l.'^.S).  |-i)r 
I'llN  inl<a  iM  11  h  .11  1  .1111  Uh  !.  i  .1.  .  I  .  I'r.  il  r.S'  T  1  1,1.  II.  Ill  1 1  )  iiu;  t.  ,  iiial  luit  wlirli  tlir-  Inters 
M.I'.  Iiisi  ,  aair  1.1  I  II  ,1^  .111  .I'l  .1  iirviate  11  |.  a  1 1,  .i  t,  .r  ..I  .\|.  -  !a  inr.  I  ,  aine  a'  rn^^  in  tin; 
I  >v  l.a  ■  I  l-iiiji^h  I  iidi' iuai  \  (  V- il    \i,  I'ar  I  ^.  [  )  .1  n  eni  1  y  wliuh  laltur  t'l.k  im-  |i\Mir- 

pri-e  iiaiiirK',  ili.u  the  iii,i  \ ] .1  1 1  latinii  ..I  the  alil'ievLitioii  .M  r.  vv,-  iii.t  Me,ii\itf.c 
r-/(i,  as  I  e\|.ert.  .1,  lait  "the  iiiatk  <if  the  hea^t  1  '  An  .  iM  li  u  lel  .  il  inine.  the  liesl 
i|ii.ilili<  a  man  I  kn,.w,  as  111  aihiilicjii  to  the  M  .( 1- .  K.(  '.S.,  I<,(  M'.,  lie  is  a  Deri  or  of 
Medieine  dl  three  I  ■  iii  ver-it  ie^  (two  (it  iheiii  Ic.reieii).  has  [.ointea  oin  ti)  niP  that  the 
alihrtviatioii  M.ll.  is  j  .rae' ically  Laiiiliiic'l  In  I  iielish  ^|  >eak  iiii;  enaiitnes. 
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clinical  lectures,  and  there  are  very  few  published  sources  of  infor- 
mation on  the  subject.  'Die  most  readily  available  book  on  the 
subject  is  Sir  Clifford  Allbutt's  "  Notes  on  the  Composition  of 
Scientilic  I'apers,"  published  by  Macmillan  and  Co.,  with  which 
every  candidate  for  a  Cambridge  medical  degree  should  obviouslv 
be  familiar. 

\'aluable  hints  on  writing  a  medical  paper,  and  on  the  methodical 
collection  and  arrangement  of  the  material,  will  be  found  in  W.  W. 
Keen's  article  on  "  I^iterary  Methods  in  Medicine."*  lie  recom- 
mends that  when  a  journal  is  read,  its  contents  should  be  catalogued 
for  future  use.  by  cross-entry  under  various  heads.  Thus,  a  case  of 
"  perforation  of  the  popliteal  artery  by  a  splinter  of  bone  in  fracture 
of  the  fenuir  "  should  be  indexed  under  "  Artery,  popliteal,  per- 
foration of,"  &c.,  and  under  "  Femur,  fracture  of.  perforation  of 
artery,"  ivc. :  in  this  way  material  is  stored  up  for  future  articles 
"  On  the  causes  of  perforation  of  the  popliteal  artery  "  and  "  On 


'  Keen,\V.\V.,  Inli  yttational  Clinics.  Philadelphia,  1S97,  7.S.,  I,  46  and  "  AiiilriiSi  s 
and  ollu  r  rapers,"  1905,  p  21J.     W.  13.  .Saunders  ami  Co. 


0 

the  coinplirat  ii  ins  i>f  fracture  of  the  fcninr  "     In  tact  a  methiuhral 

111,111    I'Duiil.    i/\    aiiiipllUL;    till-    liulil'id,     Ik;     j'i\|Mliil     In     wriii'  a 

iiiori'  or  k'^-  iiUi.'ic^tin,L;  aiiuMc  nn  aii\  ^ulijrii.  iiiiinkIciI  it  ha>  an 
acee-^ihk-  hiei'atnix\  An  i;i\ahiaMe  L:niilc-  ti>  coirect  punctnat  mn, 
the  n--e  111   ilahr--  and  rapitaU.  a  hh  ir  \  la  I  u  mi  - .  .nal  piiMii  n  )i]  cet  ini; 

he  found  ni  the  hdnk  entitk'd  "  Anthni-  and  kiiiitei',"  h\'  h,  Ik 
('(ikni^  and  pukh-hed  k\    lleiii'\-  |-riu\(k'. 

To  the  man  who  ha^  ju-t  i>a>^e(l  hi^  cxannnatu  in^  the  manufac- 
ture of  a  the^i^  appeal's  a  nio-t  unidea-ant  kariiei'  to  the  aMainnienI 
of  Ins  kiwlul  (k'L^iee.  and  l;is  nnnd  is  often  a  khank  as  to  the  way  ho 
skould  -et  akout  it  hOr  llie  M  ik  at  (. 'aniki  idL;e  tln-^  ok^truetioii 
lias  to  ke  >iii mounted,  km  the  i(k'>[n  cad  l  eku  taiiee  to  1  lUck k' tk u\  ii 
to  the  [iroikut ion  (d  tlie^es  e-.  -liown  k\'  the  hiiL;e  numkiT  of  men 
who  never  inneeed  to  the  Ml)  1  he  ddlieiikv  that  men  feel  lu 
strikmi;  out  in  a  new  Hue.  tor  in  many  mstaiHcs  it  i>  tlie  tirst  time 
that  the\'  liavc  lieeii  caked  upon  to  work  and  thml,  independently, 
leyilimately  calks  for  help  which,  withm  the  lunper  limits,  i>,  I 
think,  fortlicomim;  from  their  teaclicr=      In   I'ari-  .and,   I  helie\-e. 
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elsewhere,  tlie  trade  of  writing  theses  for  sale  provides  a  source  of 
income  to  some  of  the  younger  teacliers  who  carefully  coach  the 
candidate  in  the  subject  of  his  thesis,  and  then  provide  him  with  the 
material  which  he  may  or  may  not  modify  and  put  into  his  own 
words.  "  (Jhosts,"  or  men  who  write  and  sell  theses  and  scientific 
papers,  are  not  unknown  in  this  country;  but  they  lead  a  somewhat 
retired  life;  the  advertisement  pages  of  the  medical  papers  contain 
notices  from  experienced  M.D.'s  who  are  willing  to  give  "  coaching 
and  guidance  on  legitimate  lines  "  for  M.D.  theses  of  all 
Universities.!  ft  is  interesting  to  recall  thai  John  Brown  (1737- 
178S),  the  founder  of  the  Brunonian  system  which  di\ided  diseases 
into  sthenic  and  asthenic,  at  one  time  gained  a  living  in  Edinburgh 
by  teaching  Latin  and  translating  theses  into  that  tongue. |  A 
friend  of  mine,  whose  literary  researches  some  thirty  years  ago 
were  responsible  for  the  success  of  at  least  one  classical  work,  now 
has  a  suggestive  bookplate  of  a  ghost  sitting  in  an  ancient  library. 

t  Vide  Lancet,  Lond.,  28  January,  191 1,  \s.  63  of  advertibement  passes. 
;  "The  Healing  Art,"  18S7,  vol.  ii,  p.  31. 
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At  r'amliridi^o  the  Act  fur  the  (lcL;ree  nf  iNicheli ir  of  Mctiicine 
krpl  ill  the  InUnwiii'^  niaiiiUT  The  ranihilal  e  reaiN  hi-^  the^i>  or 
^iich  iiiiriiMii  ihereiil  a--  ihc  l\e'^;iii^  I'li  1 1  !■  -m  r  iir  hi^  (K'luitv  ^hall 
(hi'eri  :  the  KeL;iu-'  I 'n  1 1  e-~i  n-  nr  hi--  ih'i)Ut\'  then  hriiu:^  lorward 
ar,L:iini(.'iii  ■-  nr  i  ihjret  i'mh  ^  tnr  the  eaiihuLile  Im  an-ucr.  and  e\aiiiiiie-- 
hini  iirah\-  nn  ijuc^'iiin>  c'l  Miiieeied  with  hi^  llie-i-  and  mi  nther 
nieiheal  --uhieet^  nl  a  neire  L^eiieral  nature,  'l  hi■^  I'nhhr  Ai't  iiiter- 
tere^  wiili  ihe  aeti\i!>  nt  "  ■^hn-i~."  and  Sir  Chtfnrd  Allhutt'"'  write-, 
lliai  OIK'  (it  tiieni  "\\a-.  l^mikI  i-ii(iiiL;h  to  --iiLtLje^t  that  lhi>  olih 
la--iiiniK'd  cii-lnin  iiii'^ir  wril  he  ah:ih-hed/' 

A-.  a  laile.  it  i-^  the  initial  ^tep  of  jilanninL;'  ont  a  the-^is  whieli  is 
I  he  mam  ihtlieiilt  \' ;  it  i  uidei'd  a  new  dcii.a  rt  lire  f  la  nn  the  heat  en  t  rack 
f)f  clinical  wdih  ,ind  readniL;.  ^  et  when  a  Mihieii  and  a  ()lan  arc 
fire--enied  to  the  liitiire  aiithnr  the  wav  at  once  appear^  clear,  if 
-.oniewhat  lahorion-,,     I  nr  ihe:>e  reaM)n>.  and  ,ih^n  hecausc  I  have 

■  .V'.  '->."  v'  //.  -/.',;/  1911,  i6('j. 
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had  some  iwenly  years'  experience  in  advising  the  would-be  authors 
of  theses,  it  seemed  to  be  a  suitable  subject  for  consideration. 

How  TO  FixD  A  Subject  for  a  Thesis. 

Even  in  the  comparatively  early  days  of  clerking"  or  dressing 
in  the  waitls  it  is  advisable  to  make  notes  of  a  suitable  subject 
such  as  might  be  offered  hy  the  occurrence  of  two  or  more 
examples  of  a  rare  disease  or  of  an  unusual  symptom  or  complica- 
tion in  a  common  disease,  and  to  utilize  this  material  as  a  text  for 
statistical  study.  A  subject  for  a  thesis  will  often  become  obvious 
in  the  course  of  systematic  reading,  lectures,  or  clinical  instruction. 
Thus,  in  the  textbook  description  of  a  disease  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  the  frequency  with  which  such  and  such  a  complication  occurs 
is  not  established.  This  should  at  once  suggest  the  incidence  of 
this  complication  as  a  subject  for  investigation. 

It  is  important  to  do  the  work  necessary  for  a  thesis  as  soon  as 
possible,  for  though  comparatively  easy  while  in  constant  touch 
with  a  hospital  and  its  wards,  laboratories,  and  records,  it  is  difficult 


1,1 

tn  (in  it  wlicii  ill  practice  in  tlic  country.  For  tlic  same  reason  it  is 
advisahle  to  -tarl  on  an  M.L).  tlie-^is  directly  the  ^^.B.  thcsi.s  is 
acconiplislu'tl,  while  the  methods  of  the  neces^ars'  \vorl<  are  still 
fresh  in  the  mind,  hor  the  M  i)  UKirc  i-.  rcijinrc<l  than  for  the 
Ml')  :  and  lhoiiL;h  it  i--  nut  c--eir,ial.  woi'h  ilnnc  in  a  1  i:m  t  ciaoh  ica  1 
ov  patholoL^ ical  lal)orator\  i-  ,^peciallv  ^uilalile,  li  i^  seldom  that 
llu'  woi'k  iiecr^>ar>  loi-  .m  M  l),  i--  canaed  tn  a  -niTc--liil  cnn 
elusion  a\va\-  from  the  ho--[)!tal,  .At  ( "amhridLfe  the  .M  |),  thcMS  can 
he  read  mioii  after  the  M  f!  ii  taken,  llioui;h  the  candidate  has  to 
wait  until  he  i^  ot  -tandiiiL;  to  take  the  hiL^her  dcL^ree,  That  this 
nd\ice  1-.  not  unneces^arv  i>  shown  h\-  the  larL;e  number  of  M  Ij.'s 
who  nc\a-r  (iroceed  to  the  .M  l)  decree.  It  true  that  a  man  in 
country  pr.icticr  nia\  dc\oti-  his  har<l  e.iined  \carl\  Indid.iy  to  com- 
IhIiiil:  an  M  h  ihc-i-,  hut  ii  vi-ry  -rldian  thai  ihis  ncciir-,  .Mm 
111  remote  coimtr\  diMiict-.  Iiii\va'\cr.  m.av  he  .ahle  to  \\rite  an  accepi 
ahle  .M  |)  thesis  on  Ic--^  ^t-\eieK  lechmcal  lmc>,  --ludi  a-  the  nu'dic.al 
hi^tnrv  of  the  district,  the  prohleiii-  of  jmhlir  heallh.  h.cal  di-ea>e-. 
or  dangerous  trades. 
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TrrLi:  an'd  SriijECT  oi-  the  Thksis. 

Wlien  a  subject  has  been  cliosen  the  first  thing  to  do  is  to  frame 
a  satisfactory  title  which  explains  clearly  but  in  the  fewest  possible 
words  the  scope  of  the  thesis.  At  Cambridge  this  title  must  first  be 
submitted  to  the  Ivegius  f'rofessor  for  appro\aI,  and  until  it  is 
accepted  it  is  well  to  wait  m  case  a  suggested  alteration  ma}'  render 
vain  any  laliour  undertaken.  At  Oxford  this  preliminary  is  not 
recjuired. 

It  will  perhaps  be  advisable  to  give  a  few  examples  of  bad  and 
good  titles  and  subjects.  Indefinite  titles  such  as  "  On  gastric 
ulcer,"  "  On  the  treatment  of  constipation,"  are  inappropriate 
because  the  field  of  the  thesis  is  too  extensive  and  no  indication  is 
given  as  to  the  part  of  the  subject  that  is  to  be  tackled.  On  the 
other  hand  titles  such  as  "  The  etiology  of  gastric  ulcer  in  males  " 
or  "  On  the  treatment  of  constipation  by  appendicostomy  "  are 
satisfactory,  as  the  scope  of  the  inquiry  is  strictly  defined.  Whilst 
a  thesis  devoted  to  the  complete  description  of  a  common  disease — 
for  example,  acute  pneumonia — would  hardly  commend  itself,  one 
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on  the  same  line-~  dcaliii!:;  with  a  rare  cnndiimn  such  as  "  Amyotonia 
ciiiiL^eiiita  "  i'\   ■  ■  <  )sle<iL:eiR-^i~  mi[iei'!ecTi  "  ^linuhi  pass  muster. 

I  lie  reailci'  m|  a  the-i^  ^u[)|ui-e(l  in  niaintam  a  proposition,  and 
the  keL^ms  I'liilc-Mir  nv  hi~  a-^e-^nr  tn  hiiiiL;  arL,'iinients  aqamst  it. 
I  liDti'^h  the  ^eopc  loi'  the~e~  i-  e\eee(hnL;l\  wide,  the  proposition  to 
he  iii;iiiit,iine(l  iiiu--:  adiim  n|  iduie  arL;innent  and  nnt  be  a  self- 
evident  truth.  .A--  heaiiiii;  on  ihi^  [  mav  mention  that  the  Late 
l\eL;iii^  rnife^-nr  id  l'h\-;c  at  C'aml)rid£:;e.  Sir  r,eori;;e  Facjet,  fch 
iniahh'  to  aru;ne  ai^ain^t  the  pr( ijit i-~il  ion— proposed  b\'  a  candidate 
for  the  M  I'.  tleiMee  "th.'it  ni(ither'>  milk  is  the  best  food  for 
infant>."  and       did  not  aerrpt  ihi.'  subject. 

A-  e.x.iniple^  nl  subject-  wliieii  sccin  suitable  I  mav  suci^c^est  tlie 
fidldwiiiL;  "  .\n  ini|iiir\  iiilo  the  iiiflueiice  nl  elimatir  conditions  on 
the  nieideiiee  nt  .ippeudieii ;  -  "  (or  i.f  pcrf<  iimi  n  m  of  a  L^astric  ulcer 
or  m|  -asinc  ha  nu  >rrlia  :;e  i .  "'Mi  the  mciilcnce  ot  \'enous  throm 
l)iiM.s  111  heart  disr.ise".  "  f  »n  the  a  s-neLi  t  n  m  of  endocarditis  and 
maliL;iiant  dis^a.-e  '";  "  <  'n  the  e\tn  diaL,'no-is  of  ascites  ".  "  On  the 
incidence    and    si;.^uihcaiice  ol   thxroid  eni.iryement    m  rheumatic 
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fever";  "On  the  association  of  lymphadenoma  and  lardaceous 
disease";  "On  the  blood-changes  produced  by  .r-rays  " ;  "On 
aplastic  anaemia";  "On  the  etiolog'y  and  symptoms  of  granular 
kidney  in  early  life  ";  "  On  the  histological  changes  in  the  pituitary 
gland  in  arteriosclerosis"  (M.D.);  "On  ursemic  rashes";  "On 
persistent  Ikxmaturia  in  chronic  nephritis." 

What  a  Thesis  Should  Be. 

A  thesis  must  contain  evidence  of  research  of  some  kind  or 
another;  for  the  degree  of  M.D..  as  already  mentioned,  the  re- 
search should  be  original  and.  if  possible,  a  practical  one  on 
some  problem  of  clinical  medicine,  pathology,  or  bacteriology. 
But  a  good  statistical  investigation  without  any  practical  work 
in  a  laboratory  is  also  acceptable.  For  the  M.B.  of  Cambridge, 
and,  as  far  as  I  know,  this  is  the  only  M.B.  degree  for  which 
a  thesis  is  demanded,  an  analysis  of  a  group  of  cases  with  a 
review  of  current  opinion,  and  with  perhaps  some  statistical  work, 
is,  generally  speaking,  sufficient.    The  Regius  Professor  of  Physic 
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German  is  the  inaugural  theses  or  dissertations  in  those  languages. 
A  complete  set  of  the  theses  for  the  Doctorate  in  Medicine  of  Paris 
is  kept  at  the  liiirary  of  the  British  Medical  Associati(ni,  4J().  Strand. 
W.C..  and  can  he  consulted  there,  h^ortunately.  they  are  indexed 
under  subjects  and  authors,  for  there  are  sc\eral  liundreds  e\'ery 
year.  The  \alue  of  these  theses  of  course  x'aries  \ery  considerably. 
/\  more  tiaistworthy  method,  though  it  appears  at  hrst  more 
laborious  from  the  enormous  amount  of  literature  which  is  at  once 
presented  on  any  subject,  however  obscure  it  may  seem  to  us  to  be, 
is  to  turn  up  the  subject  in  the  "  Index  Catalogue  of  the  Library 
of  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States  Army."  This  can  be 
consulted  in  any  large  medical  library — such  as  those  of  the  Royal 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  of  Surgeons  or  of  tlie  Ivoyal  Society  of 
Medicine — and  tlie  works  or  articles  thus  indicated  are  generally 
available  in  the  same  library  Permission  to  use  these  libraries 
can  be  obtained  without  difticulty  from  a  Fellow. 

From  the  notes  oljtained  from  a  sur\'e}"  of  the  literature  a  scheme 
of  the  points  to  be  investigated  in  the  cases  which  are  to  form  the 


-tati-tirnl  liri-i-  '<f  titr  ihe-i-  -linnl.i  -.iirii  Kc  .li.iuii  np  rinvulcil 
witli  this  >olieme,  tlu-  lU'xt  stc[i  is  to  tinnuL^h  and  abstract  the 
iiotc^  (it  in  it)0  (MSI  -  titlirr  111  the  Re i -t  i  a  r\  iii  Miii-.  ur  in  tlie 
post  iiuirtc))!  liuok.  accordiii'^  as  the  tlicM-  i uii  clinical  <ir  on 
(lal  liol(  i;;  ical  liiir-  l,ai'j,i'  hhcets  ol  paper  slioiild  be  taken,  and  a 
tabular  -lateiiieiii  nf  ilic  luTe^sarv  details  uf  earh  ca'-c  should  be 
made  in  ci  iliiiiiii^.  tin-  pmiit^  to  be  in  vestipjated  1"  ;  inserted  at  the 
t(i[i^  III  the  ciiiniiin-  i  >n  the  left  of  the  sheet  the  .ear  and  number 
til  each  ca-^e  shniild  be  iinted.  that  if  necessary  the  orii;inal  notes 
can  be  leleiied  to  ai^aiii  without  loss  of  time,  for  it  often  happens 
tli.it  when  the  inqiiiiN  i--  halt  or  tulK  done.  >ome  question  crops  up 
which  iii.ike-  it  de-n.ible  to  l;o  il)roUL;h  the  cases  ,iL;ain  Tiie  sex 
and  .ii;e  ol  the  [i.itieiit  >hould  .lUv.iv.-^  be  noted,  as  this  uill  enable  a 
coiichi-ion  to  be  diauii  .i-  to  tlu-  >e.\  .and  .i'_;e  incuknce  ol  the 
s_\m[itoiii  or  morbid  condition 

I  low  e\ el  L^ood  the  iiole,-^.  it  often  li.'ifipeiis  that  there  is  no  state- 
meni  about  >onie  ol  the  parlicukar  poiiUi  on  which  the  investig'ation 
is  undertaken      This  is  only  wli.it  niiylit  be  expected,  as  the  notes 
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could  never  be  taken  from  all  the  special  points  of  view  which 
various  thesis-writers  mi.iL^lii  have  in  their  mind"s  eye.  In  this  event 
an  entry  of  "not  mentioned  "  should  be  made. 

The  data  thus  collected  should  be  analysed;  for  example,  if  the 
subject  of  the  thesis  is  "  the  incidence  of  itching  in  lymphadenoma," 
the  percentage  of  cases  of  lymphadenoma  in  which  it  was  present  is 
worked  out.  then  the  percentage  of  its  incidence  in  males  and 
females,  then  the  age  at  which  it  appears  most  often,  the  percentage 
of  its  incidence  in  various  decades,  and  so  on.  In  fact,  once  started 
on  an  investigation  of  this  kind  the  writer  usually  finds  tliat  fresh 
points  of  interest  arise.  The  results  obtained  by  the  analysis  of  the 
cases  form  the  main  part  of  the  conclusions  of  the  thesis. 

Arr.vngement  of  the  Thesis. 

As  a  preface  there  should  be  a  brief  statement  of  the  scope  of  the 
thesis.  Then  give  a  condensed  account  of  the  cases  investigated, 
mentioning  the  number  examined  and  the  period  of  years  over  which 
the  inquiry  has  extended.    For  example,  that  the  records  for  ten 


years  lia\e  been  f\aniMif(l  and  \  ca-e~  nl  1\ iiipliadcnuina  luuiul 
anioiiL;"  \\  ca-c^  ailiiiiUcil  tn  tlif  lui^pital.  tliat  tlu-  perrciitai^i- 
iiicnkMUT  III  1  \  iliadcii' 1111,1  .tiiiiiii:'  the  ra-c-  adinr.U'd  to  tin- 
Ik  )  - 1  III  a  I  1    m1  ii  a  1  iK'tl 

'llifii  ,l;i\c  llif  MtluT  .i!id  pcrcciita-f-  scniiti»r    I'hv  full 

note>  slKuild  imt  lie  intindiiced  here.  Imt  are  iiKue  ecnveiiiently 
j^'iveii  in  an  appeiulix.  1  lie  ie~ult^  can  then  he  compared  with  those 
alj^traeleil  tniin  texllnidk-  nr  ullier  --ouree--,  and  aiu"  [i()iiil>  ol 
diver,L;eiK'e  nieiitioned,  and.  il  [lo-ahle.  an  explanation  of  any  differ 
ence  snL;L;ested  l  lic  i.-oiii  ln-i(jii^  which  are  niainU'  based  on  the 
anahsis  ot  the  ciillected  ca-e^  -liould  be  _L;i\(.ni  in  as  few  words  as 
are  conipatihle  v.  itli  cleariie^^.  'I  hey  should  he  iiumln'rcd.  and 
L,M\-en  m  the  oiaK-r  ol  their  inipori  ance,  b.r  t-\aiiiple  (li  ItcliiiiLj  in 
lyuiidiadeiionia  raic.  n  occurs  in  ?  per  cent  ot  the  cases;  (::)  it 
occur>  inoia'  ollen  in  ilie  --fx  iHr  eipially  in  the  two  ^exe^l;  (3)  it 
occurs  nii'-t  connnoiiK'  in  the  r  decade,  and  so  on.  .After  the  con- 
clusions the  more  det.ailed  tabnl.ition  of  the  cases  slunild  be  given  in 
an  ap]ieiulix.  and  la^tlv  the  references. 
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It  should  be  added  that  in  a  thesis  devoted  to  a  full  account  of  a 
very  rare  disease — and  this  is  more  suited  for  an  M.D.  thesis — the 
arrangement  is  necessai-ily  different;  the  sections  should  be  arranged 
in  the  following  cjrtlei' :  Introduction;  histoi-ical  remarks;  etiology; 
morbid  anatomy;  b;ictci'iolugy  ;  pathology  or  pathogeny;  the  clinical 
features,  signs,  and  SNUiptoms;  the  prognosis;  the  diagnosis  and 
differential  diagnosis;  treatment;  tabulated  cases;  references. 

]\i-:i-i:RENCF,S. 

Keferences  to  authoi\s  (luoted  in  the  text  should  be  arranged  in 
alphabetical  order  at  the  end  of  the  thesis  and  numbered.  When 
this  list  contains  one  contribution  only  of  any  author,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  put  any  nundjer  after  his  name  in  the  text;  but  when 
two  or  more  contril)utions  of  the  same  author,  or  of  authors  of  the 
same  name,  are  quoted  in  various  parts  of  the  thesis,  the  number 
aftixed  in  the  list  of  references  to  the  contribution  in  question 
should  be  put  in  brackets  after  his  name  in  the  text,  and  it  is  per- 
haps safer  to  add  the  }ear  of  publication  of  this  paper.    'I'his  is  the 
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(J  uail  criy  J  ouriial  of  Mcdici)i('.  Oxford,    1915,  121,   if  tlie 

be  transformed  by  tlie  prinlei'  into  XIII.,  the  date  still  re- 
mains to  help  the  reader;  or  if  the  year  ,i:;oes  astray,  it  mav  be  hoped 
that  the  number  of  the  volume  will  remain  as  an  indication  of  the 
source.  An  additional  reason  for  gi\inf.;  the  year  is  that  it  may  be 
of  use  to  the  reader  in  connection  with  the  history  of  the  evolution 
of  the  subject  and  the  priority  <.>f  the  \-ai"ious  authors'  work.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  put  in  the  abbreviations  vol.  and  p.  as  long  as  the 
number  of  the  x'olume  is  put  in  Roman  and  that  of  the  jiage  in  Arabic 
figures.  It  is  ad\'isable  when  journals  of  the  same  name  come  out 
in  different  parts  of  the  world,  such  as  Lancet.  Lnnd..  and  Laiiict. 
Tiel.  to  put  after  the  name  of  the  journal  the  place  where  it  is 
published. 

Lastlv,  there  is  no  piece  of  advice  more  often  neglected 
than  that  of  "  verify  vour  references."  Iveferences  are  con- 
tinuously copied  from  one  paper  to  another,  with  the  result  that 
more  and  more  mistakes  creep  in  until  the  last  state  of  the  reference 
is  a  hopeless  puzzle.    The  author's  Christian  name  may  even  take 


(lie  );..;■(  ol  ill-  Mill. aim-  atjfJ  Mi<  r.ai:.t-  'ii<  joiai.al  L<-  allcM-d  ou' 
1.1  ali  !  1  I  <ji' i.it  (i  I'  |/M/lj.iii..  wl.fi,  v\  f  I  oiiic  1(1  hull'  u| 

^U<:ll  .1  I  ff<  I  (111  <•  li.a'  .m  a  J/|;  '  <■  :.i  '  (  'i,<  ..laii-  kI  !i.<-  adv;(i-  ti 
(;|),(l^       ll    ,1    I  (-1(1  I  111. <■    I-    li'/i    aill'.ail'.    \(llli(<i    il    sii<jlll<J    hr  staltc 

ihai   II   .-  (|iii;ii<l  liijii;    1    ..i.'i    'I      '  '!.(    1)1   li.c         1   ail  malt-  ol 

IllOfJc  I  1 1  1 1 II  I!  1'  .1 :  .■.  •  i  ■  1- 1      ,1 .        ,      .1  '  1 1 .1      1  i  .1    I  (•  I  (•  1  (■  r.i  I      i  I :  '1.1    '  / 1  i  ;.■  I II,! 

SlyUI  I  I       V.    II,    !  I  .  ■(  V.  L    I   .  I       ,       n  .r    i.i    '    ],MI  i  '  (  (!    p!  i.ljl    1  l.al    111  I  ! 

l-   IcUlil.ir     'll  Mil-    J-.l.iJ    v-.nlili   .111     ',si;llii   .L':\IIIL',    '  Li  .    air    n!  leal 

U  ,-(•  ll-.   W  II    I  I  .:iii  I     I  1 .1-  1)1,,',         i  ;)i^   r    V.  I ,  .1"!  I   1  I ,(  \    1 1      i  1  : 1 11 ,  i c  1  .      1     .  ■• 

'  1 .  ;.i  I  '  1  I   1   Ill    I  1 11  - 1  .■- 

Ijiloir  -iiMi.,'  ili).',i.  'J  ,',ii'(  .1  I  :  -  ,'  .  ,i  I'/.i/'J  J'iail  I"  .illuili' 
ijIh  '  ,lUi,il.  ',,1  i),  II. .Oil:.  .!  1 1  ,■,  |),i-.  r-  ul  dIi.c  iciil.  I'oofj 
|)ii;-i  loiiii.il)  ,  I')!  •,!  ii:iilii.ii  iil.jcii-  |-  v>.(,iii(l  \)f  iiiicii  lui;.' 
Ill  kill).',  i,.')(iri-  liii-  l/c  I  iii((l.i.!l  V.  Mil  I  -  liaw  i.ii-.cii  li/i  ilicir 

!.:  U.ll.l  I  ll  (■  ^:i      .Mni],irl      I   i/^lll        wi.ii-l        '  I-,.  1  liijl;k       1,1       |)il  V    loii;i' V 

.iiii,iiii(|  .1  p.:  I  I'ciiri  .r  ion  ,iliiio-i  ,1-  miirli  Uv  it-  iihiiiiici  a-  \iv 
It.-  iiiaMi  i    li,;i!    Ill-    nil  Icll-  iiic,  made  a  cn'.u'.il  ^tuciv  <jf  .Mill()irs 
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prosi.'  uritiiiLis.  An  emincm  physician,  whose  writings  are  a 
pleasure  to  read.  had.  I  Indieve.  salnraied  his  nnnd  with  Addison's 
S /^rctator.  Professor  Osier's  essavs  ("  .^■^quaniniitas."'  "An 
Alabama  Student  ")  recall  the  even  flow  and  AnLilo-Saxon  of  the 
Bible,  though  I  have  no  kno\vled,L;e  that  thi>  i-  a  cnnscions  effort, 
and  ."^ir  Thomas  Browne,  whom  he  so  obviously  admires,  may  Ije 
the  more  immediate  source.  .Sir  C'liffoi'd  .Allbuit  offei's  many 
models,  such  as  John  Morlex .  (ieorije  Trevelyan.  Hardv.  Barrie: 
and  amouL;  medical  writer>.  .Sir  Thomas  Watson  and  I^ii"  Tames 
Ta.tiet.  To  these  I  may  add  \V.  II.  Dickinson,  and  (iee  who  never 
employs  a  suiierfluous  word. 

In  writinj:;  the  thesis  leave  wide  spaces  between  the  lines  and  at 
the  margins  foi'  subsequent  alterations  and  additions.  The  more 
often  it  is  re\'ised  the  smoother  will  it  read:  and  it  is  advisable  after 
writing'  the  first  draft  to  put  it  aside  for  a  week  or  two  and  tlien 
go  over  it.  The  task  of  cori'ection  and  impro\-ement  is  thus  made 
both  easier  and  more  effective,  as  it  may  then  be  plain  that  sentences 
or  paragraphs  should  be  put  in  a  different  order,  or  even  be  trans- 


lerred  to  aiintlier  liart  of  the  thesis,  .Much  troutjk-  can  then  lie 
--avci-1  h\  the  ii~c  ol  ■-c;---iit^  and  pa-tc,  tnr.  )l  ulien  hcttcc  to  nial^r 
a  lrc>h  (halt,  Mo-t  rcalU  ^uccc-^lul  wurh^  ha\i-  inaihahlx  liccii 
rewaattcii  more  than  once  heti'ie  lliey  \\r\i\  I  i  pi-e--,  (Jiiile 
CO  in  moil  1 V  tile  \\  later  o  I  a  t  he-i  ^  i  ^  at  tir>t  |  h  i  ^^i'--  -o<i  \i\  the  tear  that  he 
will  not  hi'  ahle  to  write  eiioiiL'h.  and  teeU  '.hat  he  can  put  down  all 
he  ha>  to  comimmicaie  m  leii  mmiite-  I'lii^  not  micomnioiiU  lead^  to 
the  iii>ertion  id  padding;  Ihit  a-  a  rule,  when  Imi^hed,  the  llioi-- 
tioe-^  not  err  on  the  -.ide  ol  conci--ene~.^.  It  indeed  a  L;ood  rule  lo 
l;o  criticalU'  over  the  coinpleKal  wink  to  ^ee  m  how  lew  wiaaU  the 
aryunumt  can  he  e\pie--i'(l  I  ha\e  heard  that  I'hil  .Ma\  u^ed  lo 
make  a  \er\  lull  drawing;  lir-t.  and  llien  ina-e  evanw  line  except 
tlio^e  ah^oluteK  e-->ential  IxiphiiL:  i^  -aid  lo  einplov  the  ^auie 
method  with  hiv  verhal  -ketclie- 

l.a>tl\,  1!  i>  well  to  L;et  a  critical  friend  or  teacher  to  reail  the 
tlie^i-;  lor  a  pa-;-~aL;c.  tliouL^li  perfectK  clear  to  the  waiter,  may 
hotlier  the  reader.  It  may  [lerhajis  he  added  on  heliaif  ol  the  critic 
that  the  privilei^e  ol  readme  a  tlie-i-  i-  enhanced  li\  i'-  heni'j  t\pe<l 
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